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As many people will know, Peeps of Princethorpe was the name of the school magazine 

produced by St. Mary’s Priory pupils from 1902 until 19641.  It was an annual publication 

giving a detailed account of the previous school year, with various contributors.  These 

magazines are a wonderful primary source, abundant with information about school life 

from sports matches, trips and academic successes to updates on Old Princethorpians.  They 

also give us a real insight into the feel of the school, the ethos, and the social and political 

situations that were occurring outside of the convent walls.  In fact, it is easy to think the 

pupils were sheltered from the turmoil of outside events, but Peeps shows us they were 

well informed about world affairs and played an active role in major events. 

 

The school magazines reveal a world of interesting stories but, most importantly, they show 

us the incredible people who once walked Princethorpe College’s corridors.  Throughout 

Peeps, there are so many examples of girls who have gone on to make significant 

contributions in many ways and it is time to look at one of those in more detail.  History has 

tended to forget pioneering women of the early 20th Century but through promoting the 

 
1 It is possible that the magazine started before 1902 but we only have copies starting in this year 



work of the archives, such stories can be kept alive, inspiring a new generation in the 

process.  In their heyday, these women were grabbing the headlines, but the passing of time 

has diminished their achievements and memory.  Let’s address that, starting with an Old 

Princethorpian called Oonah Keogh.  

 

If anyone can be called a trailblazer, Oonah Keogh must have that accolade.  Through Peeps 

we can see what a positive relationship Oonah had with the school.  She keeps them up to 

date with the births of her children, the work she is doing, her house moves, the marriages 

of her children and she regularly donates money for flowers to be bought for the Chapel.  

Her name appears throughout Peeps for nearly forty years. 

 

Peeps of Princethorpe (1924)2   

 

 

Peeps of Princethorpe (1932)3 

 

Peeps of Princethorpe (1933)4

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 p. 24, Showing Oonah being elected as a prefect in 1922.  The 1924 edition of Peeps covered several years as there had been a break in 
publications due to World War I 
3 p. 40.  Condolences on the death of Oonah’s sister, Evelyn, who was also a pupil at Princethorpe 
4 p. 46.  Oonah is also thanked for flower donations in 1928, 1930, 1931, 1955 and 1956 



Peeps of Princethorpe (1935)5 

 

Peeps of Princethorpe (1939/1940)6 

 

 

 

 

 

Peeps of Princethorpe (1945)7 

 

Oonah was born in Dublin in 1903 and grew up in a family which, according to the Women’s 

Museum of Ireland, ‘placed a high value on education, which led to Oonah attending 

excellent schools in…the United Kingdom’8.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 p.22. By 1935, Oonah has three children 
6 p. 38.  In this edition of Peeps we also learn that Oonah has given birth to a son  
7 P.32. In the same edition of Peeps, we learn that Oonah has given birth to another son.  Sadly, her sister, Eta, died in the 
same year.  By 1945, Peeps has recorded the death of three of Oonah’s sisters 
8 Womens Museum of Ireland, Oonah Keogh: The World’s first female stockbroker, 
<https://www.womensmuseumofireland.ie/exhibits/oonagh-keogh> [accessed 4th January 2023] 

https://www.womensmuseumofireland.ie/exhibits/oonagh-keogh


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through this article, seen in the 19269 edition of Peeps, we learn that on the 4th May, 1925 

Oonah made history by lodging an application to become a member of the Dublin Stock 

Exchange.  According to The Irish Times, ‘her application was a cause of heated debate’10 

reflecting the wider discussions about the role of women in society at that time.  But, after 

three weeks of deliberation she was accepted.  Before Oonah, no stock exchange had ever 

accepted a woman and the Women’s Museum of Ireland explains that she had ‘two major 

factors in her favour’.11 These were that she was extremely capable and her education stood 

her in such good stead.12  Oonah joined the Irish Stock Exchange in 1925 and it would take 

almost 50 years to see that feat repeated in London or New York, or indeed anywhere 

else.13  The first full female member of the New York Stock Exchange was not until 1967, and 

the first female member of the London Stock Exchange joined in 1973. Considering these 

dates, Oonah’s accomplishments are all the more impressive.14 

 
9 pp. 28 – 29.  Peeps also tells us that her younger sister, by a year, Genevieve, died in 1926, in a tragic shooting accident at Crofton 
10 The Irish Times, The Irishwoman who was the world’s first female stockbroker, < https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/abroad/the-
irishwoman-who-was-the-world-s-first-female-stockbroker-1.4156726> [accessed 4th January 2023]  
11 Womens Museum of Ireland, Oonah Keogh: The World’s first female stockbroker, 
<https://www.womensmuseumofireland.ie/exhibits/oonagh-keogh> [accessed 4th January 2023] 
12 Ibid. 
13 Ibid. 
14 Ibid. 

https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/abroad/the-irishwoman-who-was-the-world-s-first-female-stockbroker-1.4156726
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/abroad/the-irishwoman-who-was-the-world-s-first-female-stockbroker-1.4156726
https://www.womensmuseumofireland.ie/exhibits/oonagh-keogh


 

In Oonah, we have here a true pioneer, someone who, according to the Bank of Ireland, 

‘challenged the notions of what it meant to be masculine and feminine stating ‘neither is 

superior to the other, and each should have equal opportunities of exercising their 

talents’.15 In fact it seems that being a woman did not hold Oonah back at all.  Although, 

according to RTE, in an interview given in 1971, Oonah said that the main disadvantage of 

being the only female stockbroker was that she could not socialise with her colleagues.  

Even when they attended the races together, when they (the men) went to the bar for a 

drink, she would have to slip off for afternoon tea.16 

Throughout her career, Oonah proved herself to be the equal of her male counterparts and 

she should be held up as an inspirational figure for the ambitious women determined to 

make their mark in male dominated fields across the world.17  Her story is as relevant today 

as it was nearly a century ago! 

  

Despite saying herself that she had been ‘brought up in a glass case and wrapped in cotton 

wool’18, she was a brave, tenacious and ground-breaking woman. 

 

Oonagh Keogh’s maxim was ‘life takes you at your own valuation’.19 Maybe that self-belief 

was nurtured whilst she grew up here at Princethorpe? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
15 Bank of Ireland Think Business, Oonah Keogh: The World’s first female stockbroker, < https://www.thinkbusiness.ie/articles/oonah-
keogh-the-worlds-first-female-stockbroker/> [accessed 4th January 2022] 
16 RTE, Herstory: Oonah Keogh 1903 – 1989 – the first woman stockbroker in the world, < 
https://www.rte.ie/culture/herstory/2020/0127/1111240-herstory-oonah-keogh/> [accessed 4th January 2023] 
17 Bank of Ireland Think Business, Oonah Keogh: The World’s first female stockbroker, < https://www.thinkbusiness.ie/articles/oonah-
keogh-the-worlds-first-female-stockbroker/> [accessed 4th January 2022] 
18 The Irish Stock Exchange, Oonah Keogh A Celebration  
19 Ibid. 

https://www.thinkbusiness.ie/articles/oonah-keogh-the-worlds-first-female-stockbroker/
https://www.thinkbusiness.ie/articles/oonah-keogh-the-worlds-first-female-stockbroker/
https://www.rte.ie/culture/herstory/2020/0127/1111240-herstory-oonah-keogh/
https://www.thinkbusiness.ie/articles/oonah-keogh-the-worlds-first-female-stockbroker/
https://www.thinkbusiness.ie/articles/oonah-keogh-the-worlds-first-female-stockbroker/


Images of Oonagh Keogh – A20, B21, C22. 

 

 

 

 

 
20 Womens Museum of Ireland, Oonah Keogh: The World’s first female stockbroker, 
<https://www.womensmuseumofireland.ie/exhibits/oonagh-keogh> [accessed 2nd February 2023] 
21 The Irish Stock Exchange, Oonah Keogh A Celebration 
22 RTE, Herstory: Oonah Keogh 1903 – 1989 – the first woman stockbroker in the world, < 
https://www.rte.ie/culture/herstory/2020/0127/1111240-herstory-oonah-keogh/> [accessed 2nd February 2023] 
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